












2 ws ’ : or? a 
oO 2s ita - - 
. 


The Republican. 


No. 7. Vol. I,] Lon Don, FRipAy, Ocr. 8, 1819. ‘[Pricr, 2p. 
—$ 
TO THE PUBLEC. 

Tas important moment has at length arrived; when the 
trials, which have attracted so much of the pitblic atten- 
tion, and such general curiosity, have been determined on, 
and before another publication of this work, will be going 
into. The general expression of feeiing that has been dis- 
played on both sides of the question evinces that those 
trials are looked forward to with a more than usual anxiety. 
Ata moment when Despotism displays its naked, hideous 
front, and finds the uniform and_ unqualified support of 
nearly the whole of the clerical world, which has been al- 
ways.found to be one of its last props, a verdict of Not 
Guilty, on these important questions‘will strike it to the 
ground with the force ofan electric fluid, and like a vio- 
lent whirlwind, tear it uproot and branch, The moment 
has arrived, when Delusion, the encourager, the supporter, 
the nurse of ‘Tyranny, will rear its lofty head, nodding its 
destructive influence, or find,a shaft that will engulph it in 
its silent tomb, never more to become a pest to mankind, 
by envenoming their. minds with jits deadly poison. The. 
future preservation of this country from all the miseries and 
curses that can happen to its -inhabitants, is delegated to 
twelve persons, and pendant 9p the monosyllable Not. I 
feel myself but.as an insignifigant being at- this crisis—the 
mere instrument with which Despotismiin the back-ground 
is playing its game. J should not-even feel anxious for, or 
value my personal liberty, did I-not know, that its preserva- 
‘tion by an upright, iuflexible, and discriminating Jury, is of 
the utmost importance in the présent éventful moment. A 
verdict of Guilty will be’ hailed’ by the Ministers as a cloak 
and Sanction for al! their Jate® Actions—they -will triumph 

f go on in their destructive career—ihey will imagine, 
that an unlimited confidence bas been placed in their hands 
and.will. lave no.bounds to, their already-trighiful oppres- 
sion. A verdict of Not Guilty, will stagger and shake tiem 
. amictheir holds,will destroy the remains of ignorance and 


* R. Carlile, Printer, 55, Fleet Street, London. 
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superstition, aad establish the,liberty of the press and free 
discussion With all its genial gare ama give life to the 
literary and philesophic world, which alone can perfect so- 
ciety—-will fe-Animate the drooping virtue and morafity of 
thée.country With more thaa usual health and vigour—will 
most probably produce that change in the peresent corrupt 
system of, Governmeut, which otherwise will not be effected 
without all the borrors of an appeal to force. Humbe as. 
my abilities are, and unequal as they are to the task I have 
to “chara I toust crave the indulgence of the Public when 
| pledge myself, not to reiax or to shrink from one point 
that résolution or perseverance can perform. Every strata- 
bem will be used hy my persecutors, and by that portion of 
the Press. which adberes to them, to excitea feeling of pre- 
judice Against me., I was informed nearly a month since, that 
a loyal déclatation would be ready for signatures in the ¢ity 
of London, expressive of its abhorrence of seditious and blas- 
phenmous publications, about » week or ten days before my 
trial would take place, This declaration has been made, and 
however direct it, might have been levelled at wre, IT cannot 
plead guilty of being its object, but do most heartily concur 
In. ite premises, and, coasequently, I atteuderd at the Loudon 
Coffee House, on Ludgate Hill, and placed my name and 
‘uditress to it, which I shall expect to sce published with the 
1st of signatures, whilst I perform my duty by giving m- 
sertidu to the Declaration itsell:— 


__‘* We, the undersigned Merchants, Bankers, Tracers, and others, 
of London, deem it our imperious duty at this juncture to dectare 
these our deliberate sentiments >— ae haa Oe. IN 
\~ We view with abhorrence the machinations of factious and 
designing mén, who, ‘availing themselves of blasphemous publica- 
tidiis town the foundation of réligion, and of inflammatory wnt- 
ings sind harangnes to vow sedition axl treason, take advantage of 
the present distrésses to tinpeve wpen the minds of the uninformed, 
und, under various pretekts, to lead them imto ‘measures ‘which 
would imcnense these distresse& in an incalculable degree by their 
manifvst tendency to anareby and confusion. y 
__. We have witnessed. the existiag privations and sufferings of 
certain classes of our fellew-subjects with feelings of the deepest 
concern, tis gur hope and belief, that these distresses will oot 
etd - rk orchestra and during their continuance it will 
aUuXToOUs w ! ) that: 
dletiute a all ‘promote any measure’ that oan tend to 
-* While we cherish these seritiments of unfeigned comaisera- 
tton, we Geciare st to be our firus purpose-te resist to the utamest of 
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semr power, all turbulent attempts to, overawe the constituted authe- 
ritiea, in fall reliance on the efficacy of the laws, the purity of their 
administration, uad the wisdom of the Legislature.” 


To such sentiments astthese no honest- man would hesi- 
tate to subscribe, bat ib becomes a question to what part of 
‘the community they are applicable. I feel no connection 
with then. | Because l have invariably adhered to the laws ; 
‘and bad-as some of thea ané; 1 cannot charge myself with 
violating any of them since I have arrived at the years of 
maturity. | 

Because I have invariably and studiously endeavoured to 
oppose and counteract 'the baneful efiects of blasphemous 
publications. | | : ; 

Because [ have witnessed the existing privations and suf- 
ferings of certain classes of my fellow--countrymen with feelings 
of the <ileepest concern. oo 

Because I feel sensible, that all the treasonable and turbu- 
Jent attempts to subvert the wholesome laws and regulations 
of the country emanate from the Cabinet. 

These are my reasons for placing mv signature to this de- 
claration, and I would recommend every man who is promi- 
nent as an ddvocate for Reform to goand do tlie same. 
~s Asttnany persons'and perhaps many of the readers of the 
Republican are ignorant of the contents of the Age of Rea- 
son; aod jed away by: the general clamour of blasphemy 
aguiust its author, we wtll give them a specimen of what is 
the subject of this false and absurd charge. 

“Do weiwant to contemplate his power, we'see it in the 
wnmierisity of ‘the creztion. Do we want to contemplate bis 
wisdom? Wesee it in the enchangeable order by which 
the'idtot:prehensible whole is governed. Do we want:to 
- Cotitetiplate his munificence? We see 11 in ‘the abundance 
with Which he fills the ea¥th.. “Do we want to contemplate 
his trercy? We see it ia his uot withholding that abundance 
» (tus, by searching as Paine found out-God, and I call 
on all the priests of. Europe to produce ‘im the same space 
quetations from ail ‘the sermons that ‘ever were published, 
“any: thehg’ ke ithis grand and demonstrative proof of the 
power, “wisdoin; poodnéss;'and mercy of the Great Pro- 
|: Son dey RRS lacoste ald : 
Dhow’ die’ thé tlasphémers of his name and. attribates 
Me first inflict ou mankind all the miseries that human ma- 
0 He Cai endure, aud attribute it to an angry, implacable, 
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and offended God. The pulpits of this country are at this 
moment resounding with the assertion, that all the miseries 
which have been and are now inflicted on the People, arise 
from, their own wickedness. It is a gross falsehood, they 
arise from the wickedness of the Rulers of this country, who 
like a prodigal, dissolute, and debauched father, squanders 
every thing that is convertible to money, and leaves a-wife 
and family to pine in misery and wretchedness, Let ts 
hope that an honest Jury will be found to do justice to the 
writings of Paine, and in so doing they will do justice to 


their fellow-men. 
! R. CARLILE. 


N. B.. Tuesday, the 12th of October, is appointed for the 
first trial on the Theological Works of Paine, Four others 
are to follow ia successicn; the first is expected to occupy 
ten days, at least. 











a 


STATUE OF PAINE. 


seco 4 


Az length, I flatter myself as an individual, that I have 
done justice to the worth -and character of Pains. Ca- 
lumny and falsehood have for many years, studied to oblite- 
rate the name of this Geear Man, but the minds who 
first imbibed. his sentiments and political principles, were 
not of that shallow stamp to be easily frightened from them, 
I think I may venturean assertion, that there meyer was an 
individual who had a mind sufficiently expanded to receive 
those principles that could for a:moment. suffer himself to 
forsake them. They are the, only firm. basis of human hap- 

iness, and will inevitably annihilate the system of tyranny, 
raud, and superstition, that is now going on, but in a state 
of decrepitude. As I now expect the honour of meeting 
the Attorney-General of Corryption, ‘in the Court of King’s 
Bench in the ensuing week, to defend the Theological senti- 
ments of the Author of the Age of Reason, I feel a plea- 
sure in baving done all that an individual could do to propa- 
gate those principles which to me appear to-be the only foun- 
dation of virtue and morality.. I feel a confidence that in 
this enlightened age, when that information the most use- 
ful’ to socicty is making a progress in a tenfold degree more 
than at-any former period, that a Jury will be found who 
will not give a verdict according’ to the prejudices of older 
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times, but will make a*dueand necessary discrimination on 
the subject. Whatever be the result of that’ verdict it can 
never change my Opinions, nor deprive me of the satisfac- 
tion I now feel in having been instrumental in holding forth 
the Works of Paine, toa peopte capable of estimating their 
merits. I shall now take my leave of the admirers of the 
Writings of Paine, until the ‘Trial for bis Theological Works 
is over, when I hope to present them with the fullest report 
of that trial, (as every arrangement for that purpose has 
been made) which, I trust, will prove a most satisfactory 
document to them. The following is a description of the 
Statue of Paine, erected in the “Temple of Reason.” A . 
whole length figure of Paine in drapery, 3 feet high, with 
ascroll in the right band, recliping on a small square pedes- 
tal; scrollinscribed ‘‘ To reason with Despots is throwing 
reason away. ‘The best of argument is a. vigorous pre- 
paration.” . Letter to the People of France. The left: hand 
is pointing to the front pannel of the pedestal, on which is 
inscribed, *‘ Common Sense. Rights of Man.. Age of Rea- 
son.” The side pannel next to the figure, bears a red cap of 
Liberty, inscribed on a blue boader “ Lisenras.’- The off 
pannel’ bas a figure representing the resurrection of truth 
from the bottom of a well, into the “ Temple of Reason,” 
agreeable to the saying of Democritus, who said that truth 
was hid in the bottom of a well, which is as much as to say 
that he dared not promulgate it in his time. A Globe on the 
small pedestal, Jighted with Gas, represents America illumi- 
nated nextto Paine. The whole stands ona large marbled 
pedestal, which’ has the following’ inscription: 


“"PHomas Patne, born at Thetford in county of Norfolk, 
January ‘29,1736, died at New Rochelle iv ‘the United 
States of America, agéd 73.” 4d 08 pias , 


*.By.a boldand energetic style of writing, he roused the 
oppressed inhabitants of the United States, to assert and ob- 
tain their independence.” ° , 

“In ‘contemplating the benefits accruing to a Nation, 
emerging from bigotry and. slavery, he formed the noble 
idea of revolutionizing Europe as well as America, and free- 
ing,it from the destructive influence of despotism and 
priesteraft.” | 

“Although he did not live to see this desirable event ac- 
complished;..he died with the comfortable assurance that he 
at least had done his duty.” 
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“ His Writings ‘are indelible proofs of the ‘sincerity and 
purity of big mosines,” pons ok., ee cat on 
A model, Sf the above..statue, may. be had. without the. 
transparencies) at, 143., with. transparengies,.25s... Subscri- 
Pe to pay: 5s, in didvanceto G. Edwards, Artist, -166,. Fleet 


-. Tt * : _ 
. : ; " 
> Ped i | 


hi To the Editor of the REPOBLICAN. 


Sm, oe | 

Your, correspondents having gone through the Old and New 
Tesvaments, have elucidated ‘be Jmpositions in a most able man- 
ner, and have Teft Tittle or no room for any further remarks. : 

“As the accdtht ‘of Caiu and Abel has escaped their notice, I 
take the libe Ai dhtcrmgtie: BPA ou some remarks on that head, 
ae think thém' worth your notice to insert in the RePubrtean 
of thé Dest. 1 shall feet’ myself bighly gratitied ip being instra- 
midntal in diffasing some light ou the present system for reforming 
the dégines of the age. ) : 

The Byok asserts, that Cain first brought an offering to’ ‘the 
Lord, (Gen.'iv, aad iii.) and the 4th’ verse says, Abel brought offer- 
ingsalvo. But the Lord did not accept of Cain’s, but preferred 
those frou Abel—for what reason is not assigned. But in the se- 
quel, it uppears, that the Lord purposely set the two brothers at 
variance by causing a jealousy between them. Could it make any 
difference to the Deity, the Creator of the aniverse, “of ‘what: de- 
seription the offerin ‘was? Tt'appeara that they both’ offeied up 
whut 't ty had. This certainly mut bea God manufactured by 
some priest, forgetting the onmipresence of the Almiylity, by 
waking it appear, that Ged did not know where Abel was, but in- 
quires after him like one that is lost. At this time, the Book ase 
serte, thete were only four persons ia the world, and the omuipr- 
sence of the Jewish missed one, and came like a morta! to look 
for him, an 

It is well known wha? tit Christians make of this subject in 
support of their religion ; this is made the origin of their election 


“y a apc syst — ~ohienrmeigg _ immoral tale is we 
+ 4 cw Strongest proofS for this doctriné.  Thisis the all-powerfu 
God of both Jews and Cbyistians, that could net gevern enly four 
persons, but must stir up mischief and discord between two bro- 
Sache 80 as to proveke one to murder the other, and then, like a 
7 ap 5, ure. quires alter Abel as if he. knew, nothing about 


+ making God after the image of a priest and 9 demon ; 

mening cere, ous, and according to aeheusl opinion, cor- 

. ss way the world = eae ' d 
wiurder, whut can be ex began, by rebibery (Geil. iii.'6.) an 


pected from their postesity > It passbly 
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may he the pedigree of priestcraft, but it never cay be. thas: of 
rhi ° . Vireo do be whey? 
Most Christian professors are afraid te read any pooks but whut 
treat of religion. Jt is only necessary to say. “* this treats on Se- 
ored History,” and they think it conveys a knowledge of" sil the 
sciences, and every thing thut is instructive to mankind. = 
I have known religious people to say, that it was wicked and 
presumptuous to look through a telescope at the heaveniy bodies. 
They have said, that it was prying too much inte the works af the 
Almighty, and endeavourmy to take the power gut of his hands, 
This is truly consistent with a Jewish and Christian idea of the 
Almighty. Yel ant convinced, that the priest will not allow thut 
aay body has the power but themselyes. ss gy 
wht OEY of your readers may not have had an opportunity of 
ding a very old book, called Prideaux’s. Iptroduction, to the 
Reading of ali Manner of History, [ beg leave to inform them, that 
there exists other accounts of the creation not more ridiculoug than 
the one.in the Bible, which proves it to be nothing more than an 
allegory, and penn as a poetical shag App Ancients, A ‘oy 
called Lepto Genexis, now. very ancient amd scarce, says, that 
mana att Botketa: were Adain's apt pith ai ut A to 
Cain and Abel. | 
The, Manichees have a genealogy of Adam's family, aud reckon 
thirty sons and thirty daughters of Adam. tw fi. 


~The Rabbins say, that Adam had move than one wife, and that 


: 


ay wife was named Lillis, and was the mother of hobgablins,— 


_ The fore-mentioned, alludes te a. book that was written ‘in: the 
time.of the .promulgation of Christianity, that charges Matthias, 
that. was chosen ju the room of Judas, with the crime of murder 
and incest, he having fled bis country, embraced the Christian sys- 
tem hechuse they preached absolution. And he says in another 
Werchliere Paal acknowledyes Clemeat, who was the fuuuder of 
rit iy asada ag his fellow-labogrer, and hopes he was not) a 

w | oa 


fella in that undertaking, 
Your constant reader, "ee tte 
. Sherboroe Lane, Cannon Street. E09, B82 
— 


ov PREDICTION FROM CIRCUMSTANCES, RATIONAG. 


——— 


Bri 7 from*a Purier' published is the << Ciihplets Magazine” for 
: Oetaber “3764, on “the causes of the ‘Decline of the Preach 


| TuE Parliaments of France :are obliged to conceal the strbn 
Spint.of Liberty with which they are inflamed under the mesk ot 
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loyalty, ‘and of “attdchmétit to the’ Monarchy. They remonstrate 
with force and eleyation against. every measure that tends to the 

ddice of the proviticés they protect." They can go'no further ; 
' they await the moment, to strike the blow that shall lay’ the 
fabric‘of despotisth in rains. When this blow is struck, the effects 
of it will be eqtial to those of magic. The cottaye will be put on 
a level with the palace ; the peasant withthe prince. Ranks shill 
be confounded ; titles, distinctions, andbirth, shall tumble into an 
undistinguishable heap of confusion, Anew moral creation shall 
strike the view of an admiring ubiverse; and France, Irke old 
Rome, in her first flights to empire, ‘shall appear with the sceptre 
of utiiversal dominion, bourgéeoning inher hands. Out of univer- 
_sal_ confusion, order shall arise: the Great of Nature’s creating, will 
assume their places; atid the great by title and accideéut, will drop 
despised jnto the common mass of the People. 

prions 0) Sere 
sau A . f. vi » AN, EXTRACT. , = hes, ' 
Betrig a brief view if the Measures’ by which’ Nations have been 
MMS TES «UO easlaved, ~' * | 


Rew/men liave been despérate enough te attack openly. and bare- 
faced the liberties of a free! people*—such avowed conspirators can 
rafely succeed--the attempt would destroy itself, ven when the 
eqterprize is. b and. visible, the end must. be hid or denied : 
thus one nation has been surrendered to another under:the fair name 
of mutual alliance, ‘and ¢ommonwealths have been trepanned into 
slavery by. troops raiser yrincreased) to defend them, as it was pre- 
tended, from slavery.: » |) OOF Salt fs ) 

- Such traitors endeavoured first. to.get their Prince into their pos- 
session, and like Sejanus, shut him up ina. little aslaud,: or 
‘made hiai a prisoner in his courty whilst with fall range they de- 
youred his. dominions and. plundered his subjects.. When thus 
secluded from the access of Kis friends and the knowledge of his 
affairs, he must be content with such misrepresentations as they 
find expedient to give him, False cases were stated to justify 
wicked counsel—wicked counsel. was given to’ procure;unjust or- 
der—he was made to mistake his friends for his foes—his foes for 
his friends, and to>belieye that his affairs-were in the highest pros- 
perity when they were in the greatest distress, and that public mat- 
ters went on with thé greatest harmony wlien they were in the ut- 
a? confusion, : . 

ley were even contriving and forming wicked and dangerous 
projects, to make the péople poor, and thousaiids rich, seit kaow- : 
ing that domimion follows property, that’ wheré there is wealth and 


i > ‘a 
5 | . 
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® This was written in 1734, Wit woul ° ar 
had he lived ia 1819 ? Fen ey i the Author ‘ae saic 
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power there will be always ‘crowds of servile dependants ; and 
that on the contrary, poverty dejects them and fashions it to slave- 

., and renders it unequal to any generous undertaking, and inca- 
pable of opposing any bold encroachment. They squandered 
away the public money in wanton’ presefts to mibions abd their 
creatures of pleasure or burthen, or in peusions to mercenary and 
worthless men and women, for vileends and traitorous pirposes. | 

‘They engaged their country in ridiculous, expensive fantastical 
wars, to keep the minds of nien m continual’ hurry and agitation, 
and under constant fears and alurms) atid by such means deprived 
them both of leisure and inclination to 160k into public miscar- 
riage! Men on the contrary; instead of such inspection were dis- 

to fall into all measures offered, seemingly for their defence, 
and agreed to every wild demand made by those who were betraying 
them. wes 
When they had served their ends by such wars, or had other mo- 
tives to wake peace they had no view to the’ public interest. 
created parties in the commonwealth, or kept them up where they 
already were, and by. playing them by turns upon each other'did 
rule both. ; er ae se we geen 

They would not suffer any men’ who had once tasted of autho- 
rity, though’ personally their enemies, and ‘whose posts they en- 
joyed to be called to an account for past crimes—though ever so 
enormous :' they’ would” make no such precedents for their own 
punishments; ‘not censtiré treason Which they intended to commit, 
on thecontrary, they formed new conspiracies, ‘and invented new 
fences for their Own ‘impunity and protection, and endeavoured to 
engage ‘sieh tuimbers in their guilt as inight set themselves above 
all'fear of punishment. | | a tie 

They preferred worthless and wicked nen, and would not suffer 
aman of knowlédize or hoiiesty, to come near then, or enjoya 

t under them : they disgraced men of virtue, ridiculed’ virtue 
itself, and laughed at public spirit; they put men into employ- 
wents without any regard to the qualifications for such employ- 
ments, or indeed to any qualifications at, all, -but as they .conu- 
buted to their designs aud shewed a stupid alacrity to do what 
they were bid ; they would have them be either foo!s or beggars; 
either void of capacity to discover their intrigues, or of credit and 
inclination to disappoint them, ; 

They promoted luxury, idleness, and expense, and a general 
depravity of manuers by their own example, as well as by conut- 
deter public encouragement : this not only devoted men’s 
PP, rom exanunins their behaviour and politics, but likewise 
et them loose from ull the restraints of public and. private virtue; 


jut ‘immorality and excesses they fell into necessity, and from 
© into a servile dependence upon power. : 
ee to this they hrought into fashion gaming, drunkeu- 
s, gluttony, and profuse and costly dress—they debauched 


m ; if = 
TF country with foreign vices, aud instruments of vicious plea- 
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_spres, and contrived: and encouraged public, venels, mightlyedie 
guises, and debauched mummeries. 
by all practicable means of opptessi¢n the people 

to disaffection, and theu made that disaffection an argutient for 
hew oppression, for not trusting them! any further, aud ‘ter 

ing Up troops; and, in fine, for depriving them of tiberties and 
privileges to which they were entitled by their birth aud the laws 
of their country, . 

Whensuch measures were e taken: in courtsiés where the people 
chose Deputies to. sapere resent them, then they endeavoured to bribe 
the Electors in the choice of thew Representatives, in order to get 
a couneil of aie 5 creatures; and where they could. not sue 
ceed with the Electors they dadeavouted tv corrupt the deputies 
alter hey. were chosen, with the money given. for. the:pnbli¢ de 
fence ; and to draw into the perpetration of thetr crimes those very 
men from whom the betrayed: people expected the redress oftheir 

vances, and the punishment of those crimes ;.and whenithey 
fr thas made the Representatives of the people afraid of the peo, 
ple, and the, people afraid of their representatives; then they:en, 
deavn to. persnade those deputies. to seize the Government to 
themselyes,..and wot to'trust their principals with the power of 
resenting their treachery and ill usage any longer, .and of sending 
honester and wiser men in their room. 

But whea they found the Constitution so stubbornly framed that 
it would stilt preserve itself and the people's. liberties: in spite of 
all. villainous contrivances to destroy. both; then they. resolved that 
the Constitution itself Eanes be atterked: and. braxen, because 
it would not bead! © They endeavoured under sane. pretence of 
public goed te alter.a balance of Government, and to. get it inte 
the sole power of their creatures, and of such who would: con- 
stantly have an interest distinct from that. off the ed of ang 


a a 


" PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAYS ON GOVERNMENT AND. 
RELIGION.—No. I. 


rn 


Who first taught souls enslaved, and realms undone, 

The-enormous faith of many made for one? =- 

"Twas Superstition lent the tyrant aid, 

And ith of conquerors slaves of subjects made. | 
| _ Essay ox Max, 


. Ip beeomes those only to speak and write dogmatically ‘who are 
sure theyare never in the wrong. Sach, persons. inay..yenture to as- 
weit papureiy what. ‘they desire should be believed, . and give them- 





* The Borough-mongers and F andholders. 
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selves airs a he.an arith mennicine f- 
heir word, a _— “y ind if ever they presume todonlt 
their word, But, for, myself, 1 am contented, to,dowbt.anct 
quire..; Amd this seems the path which N ihe ter 
Nature bas. sketched : 
map,,) At Jeast she-has granted. but to. few the powen ot harp 
every. thing intuitively ; and those few are the priest * Were Mey 
cially. those: eal a iy the most ignorant Ht Bee gs thie 
: mthy qualified to refute. such. writers. 4 in 
Shaftsbury, Llobbes, Paine, &c. generally a thiet ek Sot na HI 
or read a page af-either of thesescelebrated authors. Bint samira sh 
Lae tior oneof this: privileged order, and of eouise . permnbie 
fale without abe help of, reading and reflexion: howexer,-Lnite en 
content.with  th:~ slender talents, Nature has assigned ee 
along in that path, to. which TL ain confined by. my. i chore sehesepe 
belief, without env ying those more jottunate spirits; 4 werent 
has fg geniuses,  - + om 0 whoin Grd 
Row, they have employed their fine ap lpi b dasthocw 14” 
well already ; but they have had the art ta ste pe me ny eel 
uetrating world, the weanness of their.origin.,, it is: itch ci the spe- 
in the course of these essays, direct the. rays. of biloso b + camp oe 
derstanding. But let not the: virtuous and well-me - AAAI AH > 
ajarmed : the»pions though ignoraut country. par ng priest be 
himself to have been sing OtEy, Parson: who believes 
of athe ' ingled out by the Divinity tor. the nabl 
pore, Sea care-of his countrymen’s svuls, can be but di pean 
ired “in: knawing whether the first foundera of his ae “ = 
Spire by heaven or! bg hell; and,‘ provided his yes tae roy seta 
Sn coal gh duly brought an, in short, pach he one 
pi i of the loaves and:fishes, :and.te oritis 7 RE LOCY a 
lage h eburch filled on a Sunday with the bean comauatinn ile 
’ 1 9: pever enquire mnuch about the matter. thes 
ic ons is not/the cause with the bishops and great digni: rs 
urch : they would fain frig} and great digniiaries: of 
athe hint % y ain frigaten. mankind ivtoa belief th 
hoe ni by heaven; and appeal to the many thonsands - that they 
pi te mane patent of their eommission, | ae . a nemo 
oof, When a man receives a 5 aa Seraunap~ 
sod year fromthe court; that he eens fntoal OU ashy. kane 
itmay not be the case; the prince fat be ide fat Yi ge 
weep compassionate, though ae ici fan and generous, he 
Fe companion of his youthful. foll fete theiage aud weakness of 
sa try just to relieve himself ele wae te drain the, cotiers of 
Ww > » the . 4° . 
not — knows to deserve rather a halter is — 
our aiid bak in which’ that court bestows its fav otite ee nit 250, 
ve ee are supposed to derive their riches The race 
fagey digkewichaen on any priest, how deserving naevet res an 
which hish 5 | wd every man to enjoy in perce the wn 
out givin isy, his cringing, or his villainy piecures hin: 4: 
be % himself the trouble to pry i AY procures him, with- 
seen but eri —. pry into ascene where nothing +: 
masks of rol; mes and villainy concealed bene §45.to 
of religion and royalty. neath the well-contiived 
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But, however improved the system of priestcraft may be in the 
present age, in'which every system of deception is tmproved, it is 
certain that it arose from very'small beginnifigs, though its. rise 
be now enveloped in the darkest mystery; however, it could not 
have ‘been mach posterior to the usurpations of the civil governors, 
for'as soon as tyrants hud slaves to govern, they must have felt 
the necessity of ampere the specious and captivating engines of 
and superstition. They must have eived that men 
are naturally inclined to be afraid of something invisible, since 
they received injuries from a combination of the elements which 
they fancied demonstrated an inte!ligence in their adversary, and 
were therefore convinced that the most effectual way‘to keep the 
peoplein subjection, was to persuade them that there were mnvisi- 
ble powers; that they sémetimes condescended to communtate 
their wishes to certain sage individuals who already; began’ to wear 
the face of wisdom,’ or austerity, which is much the ‘same, and 
whichalways assists its wearer in enslaving the minds of Ins fellow 
creaturés; and that these individaals, by their prayers‘and incanta- 
tions, ould avert the wrath of the gods, which was represented as 
very terrible that it might have the more effect upon the weak and 
ignorant! minds of an already euslnved ‘people. Thus menaced and 
alarmed, there was no degtee of confidence that the credutlous 
would not place in the’ conspicuous favourites of heaven, and no 
degree of obedience they would not pay to the masters and em-' 
ployers’of those favourites; und thus Despotism and: Religion (or 
rather Swperstition) were established together; bistory assures us; 
they have always flourished teyether; and philosophy teachies us, 
that they must fall together, and that the day is not far distant. 

itmay*be that ‘monarchy, or despotism, which is but another 
name for the sume thing, is the government ‘best suited to the 
infancy of society; since mén are then’ ignorant of the nature of 
laws, government, and morality; and it is but‘natural to suppose, | 

some person, even among a crowd of naked savages, would 
possess’ more knavishness anc capacity than the rest, Such a 
person, inspired by that insatiable thirst of dominion: so natural to 
man, would undoubtedly employ every: means in’ his power to 
aequire the supreme command, and that ouce obtained, endea- 
vour to wheedle his neighbours into a belief that he held a 
commission from the Deity, and that it would be the height of 
treuzy aud impiety to dispute the commatids of heaven. If the 
people appeared incredulous, the tyrant began’ to look about for 
rome: proof of what lie bad advanced, atid ‘then the priest stepped 
forward as the friend and incerpreter of the gods. |He declared to 
the people that their king was. not ouly commissioned by) heaven 
to govern them, but was actially descended‘#from the gods, 
and was, perhaps, only the third from Jupiter;; that it wes 
the will of heaven they should pay him the: most profound 
veneration, aid most unlimited obedience, and ‘that those who pre- 
~ sumed to doubt the truth of these assertions, would inevitably 
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be hated by the gods, and their vines and harvests would. be 
‘blasted, or destroyed by. storms. But, at length,’some untractable 
‘spirits having dared to disobey, and brave the vengeance of their 
gods, and finding the threats of the priests. to be-vain and unfound- 
ed, began to laugh at the pious rogues, and tue tyrants whom 
served. This: impious disposition as soon-as it discovered 
itself, terribly alarmed the: monarchs and their incendiaries: they 
perceived thatsomething must be done to. prevent.such a dange- 
rous ‘spirit, from becoming general, und they began to.analyze the 
human mind to discover: all those secret springs which move and 
its'Phey saw that:when debilitated by sickness or old age, 
nian lies tetrified at: the approach of death,: his mind+is weak, ‘and 
willing to repose on any: thmg that can administer the) soothing 
balm of hope, avid ‘lessen his fears ; and.werking upon these two - 
ions; ‘they told him that if he behaved. himself: :peaceably and 
respectfully towards his masters in this world, the gods-would 
inevitably reward him with happiness and immortality in apother. 
All'thig was well and'so far’ they were benefactors to the human 
xace,::«But mark what.followed, Perceiving that muu is never so _ 
forcibly impelled, .as when agitated by his fears, they invented the 
terrible torments of Tartarus, for guilty disobedieut man, .and 
poisoned':by that: vile accursed trick, the too small, portioh of 
human buppiness. pu j : 
Those,ideal, though terrifying punishments, once invented, (and 
they wereinvented: by’ inendicant wretches, who acted the. part of 
priestsand» physicians, and atteniled the beds of the sick and dying) 
their noble authors: became at once the rich and powerful, favour 
\tes of kings, and living in splendour upon the reward of. theic 
ingenuity abd their crimes, joiued with their masters in laughmg 
at the! poor,eredulous, cheated people, whom. their arts had ren- 
dered doubly: miserable. - , : 
Suchy:tospeak the truth boldly, was the origin of an opinion 
Upon which such:a mighty superstructure has been. raised; . and. 
which, if oncetaken away, would include in its. shin the whole 
fabric of sophisticated government, and place mun upon the wide 
and-eternal basis of equality. i emu 
But when once an opinion has obtained the signature of ages, it 
; venerable; and ‘the:vulgar (who are more: nuinerous than 
is generally:iniagined) account it the height of impiety to disturb 
theaneient folly. ... hi Hts abe 
Men believe “absurdities, nay, even contradictions, without ana- 
ly orfinding fanlt with them, provided they come tricked out, . 
ta holy garb; and fancy themselves mighty virtuous tf they can: 
but swaliaw a fall. with which-the human wnderstanding is, dis- 
ew mengers you ask any tolerably: well-educated man, provued. 
: be-not a‘bishop; if he helieve the Deity tg -be an immutable and 
Just being, if. what is vied, and: repugnant. to nature, now, were the, 
lene ex thausandiy ears ago, and if he does not think those laws.at, 
cast ridiculous, if notecriminal, which forbid actions that we are, 
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prompted by nature to commit, he will undoubtedly auswer in the 
dfirueiee, > But ifhie be a Christians produce an action to iijns. 
tttte your theory, and the man willanstantly be reduced to such a 
ditewma that he will:not kuow whut to suy. Let it. be. ancestya 
erie denounced bythe law aad auathematized from the pulpit: 
tclithe lawyer that bis vode would ‘have beeu blasphemous and ab- 
surd ad it)-been put iv force upon the mmediate. offspring of 
Adam, who swere necessitated to comnnt that crme at which hu- 
uiaa batere now shudders; and:reyriud him at the samectime ther 
tis luws ure enly a libeb upon humana nature, and an wnsult tow 
atl, since we ure uodoubtedly tlie offspring of the most abomina- 
ote imeest, if the Bil le history, which fathered npou Moses, be 
true, and. which yoar Jawyer will perhups pretend to believe ; let 
te most delicate‘ledy reflect, that if she refuse to lie with her 
vrother, she tacitly reprogches our iustrious progenitors, who 
wee notdelicate, with! uu action which it was virtuous in them to 
pertorm, and which.it is wot virtuous ‘io her to abstain: from. Let 
uo-tuntt heticefurth be afraid to lead bis sister to the altar; let him 
uot fear the censure of the pfiest; incest, the most ubomingble 
— is tot a crime, or we must boldly pronounce the Bible to be 
luise, ‘ 
it will be in vain: for some prevaricating bishop, if there is one 
aiive whois not too luzy to write, to tell me that the order of 
Uringy is changed ; that after his first-end, which was the propaza- 
tion of the human species, was served, the Deityfor ever prohibrt- 
iug the wnneturat union, und that there are sufficient women im tlie 
world for every man'tu havea wife without being obliged to murry 
his sister, : 
If any of the Lords Spiritual {who by the way are not the most 
spiritual men iu tie world) should vive theinselves the trouble to 
mike so. silly wu reply, to such a valling objection, I should tell his 
Lordship, that he isa trier, and does not deserve to be ‘notive:, 
Hf he means that what was virtuous, or at least indifferent, six 
thousand: yearsago, it becomes vice now, Iam much obliged to 
hiss Lordship fur the iuformation, for at -that rate all the vittues 10 
the world will soou becowe vices; and then ‘we shall have a: rare 
world of it. : : pedi yeaa 
Wt has frequently, indeed, been objected to us, who are the friends 
aud udvocates of virtue, in whatever dress she may appear, that 
mankind seem to bave no tixed opinions on the subject; that what 
is Virtue in one conutry is vice in another, and that im fact virtue |s 
nothing tnore tha a creature of the laws. -Amony the ancient 
Surmate it was: accowuted virtuous to murder ‘al! these children 
who were bora with any natural deformity, and all the vid men who 
were past labour.” And-thus the yreatest of ull hbamuan virtues, be- 
wanity was despised usa weakness by the Sarmatian, The Greeks 
wnd Romans, itis well known, entertained such an aversion to roy 
wity, that ito was-;eumittwd:tor uny citizen to ‘il the maa who 
dured to Asirp sotereign aptherity 5 usy, he who rid his country 
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of a king, or tyrant, (the names were synonymous in those days, 
apd some say in our Owh) was thought to lave perfornied a giori-— 
jus'action, aod was uniformly rewarded with the ‘highestueaco- 
wins his fellow-citizens could bestow. Bat what would the 
world say of the man, who in the present state of things, should 
boldly step forward and plunge his dayger into the bosoinof the 
oppressor of his country? Would they denominate the action 
bid, or geod 2 Would ihey reward it with a halter, or & vivie 
crown ? Ifowith the former, would that prove the action to be vi~ 
cions; if with the latter, virtuous ? | 
‘fo thése objections aguinst virtue, IF shall only reply :—that "tis 
thé opinidns of men respecting it which vary, net the thing itsel£L — 
It was long ‘the opinion of mankind that the little globe they so 
proudly call their own, was the centre of the universe, and the final 
vaust.of its creation—nevertheless their little world tarned on its 
wi) axis, and revelved round the sun, its primary planet, ja spite 
if their opinio’d ; wand continued perhaps to be admired by theiu- 
liabixants. of Jupiter, usa pretty litths planet the Deity hud kindly 
created tolamiuse their shepherds, and. bandstti, at night, by its 
twinkling light. Se patriotism, notwithstanding all that has been 
written and suid against it, is still a virtue; and the man who siils 
his couutry of a.tyraut is a good citizen. | 
- Thave heard many well-meaning people enquire,. why philoso- 
phers,an; their attempts to annibilate the. power of civtl. tyrants, 
should attack relizion, that bauble of the human mind, which is 
becomtvenerable by its antiquity? The reply has beea repeated | 
a thousand times~in undermining a: castle, do net men-always 
beyin dy removing the earth and rubbish which. conceal, or form, 


_ is foundation 2. Alas not religion been a state engine ever since 


the strorig:have found it their interest to oppress. and defraud the 
weuk aud theignorant? Have not popes, bishaps, and kings beea 
malhages) Atheis:s aud jibertines, while the dregs of the people 
Werepons godiy ivols? Have not the most unbelieving and creel 
tyrants been assiduons promoters of ignorance wad Bible Socizties? 
Have.tbey not imdustriously suppressed,.and still coutinue to swp- 
press, all those works which infuse free and noble sentiments into 
the bitman: mind ?.And can the Republican who directs all the’ 
powers.of: his mind aga ast the fortress that contains the talismuu 
of:' ment, be acvused of aiming at something foreign to the 
win design 2. Is not the unmasking of religious imposture as 
tonducive te.the freedom. of man, as the unmasking of tyranny 
Weel? . Do not the. artful hy peerites who govern and oppress na- 
Houss:appear evéa. more alarmed’ when religion is attacked, than 
when. the shaft isdevelled directly ut Despotism itself? This: very 
alarm bE theirs is a convmeingy prouf that whoever would i:berate 
ai-tace must commence hy rewoviny its prejudices. Ob- 
Meine teimeity witheawbreh, the governing faction’ grasp this 
— Oppression ;. see with what sanctified faces they lay the 
Udations of new churches, which must of course be served bry 
new priests, who mtist be paid by wew contribctions levied upou 4 
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starving people, who want bread much more than sermons or 
Bibles: and be convinced, that a sneaking ume-serving priest, is 
as much the evemy of the people, as a'tyrannic king, 

If this essay should fall into the hands of a religionist, I haye 
not the least doubt but he will turp up his eyes, and commit the 
writer to the devil. If he be a priest, be will be enfuriated at the 
bare idea of seeing his’ hypocrisy unmasked ; .if a friend and fol- 
lower of priests, end of course a sone} his piety will: take the 
alarm, and he will prophecy, lik» a celebrated Jew who lived 
eighteen hundred years ago, that. the end of the world is at hand. 

However, I. must inform my friend the priest, and his enlighten- 
ed followers, that Lintend this essay as an intreduction to a series 
of Remarks on Government, and tlie. condyct and character of 
priests in all ages, fo be inserted, in the Republican, when its pages 
are not occupied by more interest matter. There will occa- 
sionally be introduced maiy observations on the present politics 
of the Court of St. James’s—the “sang froid” with which it looks. 
on the distresses of the nation; and on the donduct of the Prince 
relating to the massacre at Manchester. | | 

“JULIAN AUGUSTUS ST. JOHN, 
54, Gloucester-Street, Queen Square. 
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BRITONS: WHO HAVE OFTEN BLED. 
~ Brrrons who Have’often bled - 
Tn the cause that Muiipden led, 
Welcome to your gory bed, ©" 
Or to Victory, tae es 
. Notv’s the day, und tow’s the hour, 
See the front oP battle lour, oe 
| pees eae your T’yrant’s power, 
ota ins and slavery ! 
_ .. Who would be a fraitor knave ? 
‘Who would fill a coward’s grave ? 
Who.sy bese as beaslave? _ 
: « Traitor; coward, turn and flee ! 
Who at Liberty’s sweet cry 
Fredom’s sword would raise on high ? 
_ -Freemvn stand, or freeman die, 
'.. Hark! your chief'cries, «on with me !”” 
, By, Oppression’s woes and pains, 
y yOur.sons in servile chains, 
We will drain ous, dearest ,yeins, 
But they.s lt be.free,! 
Lay your pro ‘Qppressors low ! 
Tyrants fall every blow,! 
_ For the cause, of God below, . 
As the causeof Liberty! . 
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